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A Constant Water Service for
London.

WE print in another column an account of the progress oc
which has been made as to the provision of a constant st
water service for the inhabitants of London. The pro- ci
gress, it will be seen, has been slow, but it has been 01
continuous. The advantages of a constant service were tr
strongly insisted upon by Sir JOHN SIMON over 50 years ago, c(

and statutory obligations of increasing stringency have been G
placed upon the metropolitan water companies as a result of rE
the legislation of the years 1852, 1871, and 1897. At the tl

present time every resident in London has a right to insist p

on receiving a constant supply of water from the company e:

in whose area of distribution he lives, and should the com- T

pany fail to carry out their duty in this respect they render Ci

themselves liable to pay a fine. 

During the past few years some of the companies have
failed to give a constant supply. These failures have been

due to three chief causes

1. A company has had an inadequate amount of water
at its disposal. More than one distressing famine has
been suffered in the area of the East London Company
from this cause. At length, happily, arrangements
have been made by which the other companies can,
when necessary, supply the deficiency by passing filtered
water into the mains of the defaulting company. The
Act passed to legalise this proceeding was the direct
outcome of the first report of the Llandaff Commission.

2. A company has failed to give an adequate supply t
of water because it was deficient in Iegard to its (
means of purifying the river water. The Thames s
water is purified by means of sedimentation in I
reservoirs and afterwards by filtration.1 The more

completely the process of sedimentation is carried
out the less the work the filters have to do and the I

longer they remain efficient. The early summer is the 
I

time at which the process of filtration causes most

anxiety to the engineers of such companies as have an
insufficient number of filter-beds. The surface of the
sand is then liable to become blocked with a substance
which is popularly called fish spawn. It will be

remembered, at any rate by those who lived in the

district, that some years ago a water famine in the area
of the Lambeth Company was stated in Parliament to be
due to the abnormal amount of fish spawn present in the
river water which "choked" the filters. The fact un-

fortunately is that the reservoir capacity and the filtra-
tion area of the Lambeth Company are deficient, and so
long as this is the case their customers will be liable
to be the victims of such an accident.

3. Companies have failed to give a constant service
because the water has during a severe winter frozen in
the mains. This has occurred because the pipes have
been placed too near the surface of the ground. Since 

Ithe frost of 1894 many of the mains of the London

companies have been relaid at a greater depth, but we
are by no means convinced that they are all laid as they
should be-that is to say, so deeply as to ensure that
the water is in no danger of freezing.

It is essential for the well-being of the people of London
that they should have a constant water service. When the

companies have failed to give a constant supply it has been
due to some fault or negligence on their part. They should

1 Except in the case of the East London Company which has no sub-
sidence reservoirs at its Thames station.

not be allowed to profit by the faults which they have
committed in the past, and the people of London should
make them understand that future negligence, should it

occur, will be punished in the manner provided for by the
statutes. Where there is a constant water service domestic

cisterns are not necessary if the mains are so laid as to

obviate the effects of frost. It is always preferable to draw
the water directly from the pipes. The metropolitan water

companies are now trying to obtain the sanction of the Local
Government Board to introduce some new regulations in

regard to domestic fittings. They wish amongst other

things to re-introduce cisterns into dwelling-houses. If the

proposed regulations are adopted they will cause great
expense and great inconvenience to the people of London.
The water companies have skilfully chosen their time to

carry out what, for them, would be a veritable coup. This is.

easily seen from the following facts :-
1. The President of the Local Government Board has

only recently been appointed and cannot possibly have
yet grasped all the difficulties of the question.

2. The Water Examiner to the Local Government
Board has held office for a brief period only.

3. The London County Council have been unfortunate-
in their policy in regard to the water question generally,

’ hence their opinion on this matter will probably receive-
less consideration than it should.

4. The new metropolitan borough representatives have-
’ not yet had time to study the question in detail.
j

We are strongly of opinion that the proposed new regula-
r tions should not be sanctioned by the President of the Local

Government Board. The interests of the London water con-

ssumers have been unduly neglected. They are a long-
1 suffering people, but should the President of the Local

Government Board consent to the compulsory re-introduction
of the domestic cistern we are moved to prophesy that the
Government will alienate some of their best supporters.
.t &mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;.&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;.

Annotations.
"Ne quid nimis."

THE LANCET RELIEF FUND.

THE report of the Almoners of this Fund for the year 1900-
is the twelfth in number, the Fund having come into opera-
tion upon Feb. lst, 1889. The year 1900 showed, as might
have been expected from the increase in the cost of living
caused by the war, an increase in the number of applications
and of grants. In 1899 the number of applications was 33.
and the grants allotted numbered 24. In 1900 the applica-
tions numbered 42 and the grants allotted numbered 34. In

1899 there was only one grant which took the shape of a
loan, all the others being definite gifts, while during the
past year there were four loans and 30 gifts. The sums
allotted varied from Z5 to .20. It will be noticed that

although the number of loans is still much less than that of
the gifts, yet the loans for the year 1900 are more in number
than the loans for 1899. We are rather glad to see the
increase in the number of loans, for of the various cases
which are presented for consideration there is none in

which it is possible to extend a helping hand with a livelier
sense of satisfaction than the case in which a timely loan
helps a brother overtaken by adversity to help himself. But.

the form which the grant takes is no great matter. The chief
thing to be considered is the advantage of the beneficiary,,


